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Letter of Intent  
 
 
The Letter of Intent is a narrative essay that should address your candidacy for Norwich 
University’s Master of Civil Engineering online program. Please use the suggestions 
below to help write your Letter of Intent.   
 
1. Personal and Professional Development Goals – Please speak to your motivation, 
skills, knowledge, abilities, aspirations and growth. Consider the following: 

 What are your professional and personal development goals, and how will a 
Master of Civil Engineering help you achieve them? 

 Describe workplace issues that will contribute to your success or pose a 
challenge you will have to overcome.   

 Present any opportunities and/or obstacles that may impact your learning and 
personal and professional development goals. 

 
 
2. Professional Contribution(s) – if applicable 
 

 How do you see a Master of Civil Engineering degree impacting your 
professional contributions to your workplace, your clients, etc.? What 
contributions do you hope to make? 

 How do you envision you will make a difference in your organization as a result 
of the degree? 

 
 
3. Why have you chosen Norwich University?  
 

 Which factors led you to apply to Norwich?  

 Which other programs have you researched (if applicable)?  

 If you have researched other programs, what led you to choose Norwich? 

 Which concentration (Structural Engineering, Environmental / Water Resources 
Engineering, Geotechnical Engineering or Construction Management) interests 
you most, and why? 

 
 



 

 
4. Time management skills 
 

 A typical Master of Civil Engineering student spends 20-25 hours each week on 
his/her studies. Given your professional and personal obligations, how will you be 
able to accommodate this commitment?  

  
 

5. Other Suggestions - Below are some highly recommended suggestions that will 
enhance the quality of your Letter of Intent: 
 
 
A. Limit the length to 500 words maximum. Focus on this word count rather than page 
count. 
 
B. Use clear and concise language. We do not want to see a candidate’s “best 
intentions” get lost in the interpretation. By writing clearly, you will show us your current 
writing, critical thinking and self-evaluation skills.  
 
C. The Letter of Intent is not a creative writing exercise.  We are very much interested in 
a candidate’s experience and learning goals as they relate to the profession of civil 
engineering. Tell us what you know, what you want to learn and how in learning more 
about civil engineering, your career and life will be enhanced. 

 
D. The Letter of Intent is an exercise in self-examination. Be critical, introspective, and 
honest. 
 
E. Be sure to proof read your work. Correct grammar and spelling are extremely 
important, as is attention to detail. Graduate school will require a high level of writing 
skill and precision; therefore your Letter of Intent needs to reflect your best writing.  
 


